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General strategy

In the social production of their existence, men inevitably enter into definite relations, which are 
independent of their will, namely relations of production appropriate to a given stage in the 
development of their material forces of production. The totality of these relations of 
production constitutes the economic structure of society, the real foundation, on which arises 
a legal and political superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of social 
consciousness. The mode of production of material life conditions the general process of social, 
political and intellectual life. It is not the consciousness of men that determines their existence, 
but their social existence that determines their consciousness. At a certain stage of development, 
the material productive forces of society come into conflict with the existing relations of 
production or – this merely expresses the same thing in legal terms – with the property relations 
within the framework of which they have operated hitherto. From forms of development of the 
productive forces these relations turn into their fetters. Then begins an era of social revolution. 
The changes in the economic foundation lead sooner or later to the transformation of the 
whole immense superstructure.

Preface to Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy
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The protocity and the State

The city is a condition for the agricultural turn, but the city itself is not just an economic arrangement
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The protocity and the State

Proto-cities were also proto-states: centers of trade rely on centers of control. 
The emergence of state from the spaces of trade between communities
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Exchange and the Social Contract

Hobbes and the relation between communities at war 
Commonwealth by acquisition and institution
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Origins of the State

Law as the interdiction of negative reciprocity 
The state emerges neither from without nor from within
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The Community State

The return of inequal reciprocity in the state contract
The role of religion in the community state: the immanence of transcendence
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Agrarian community and aristocratic community in Asian despotism
Self-governance without autonomy
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The Asian State and  
the Agrarian Community

The emergence of duty as non-reciprocal law
The thinking of transcendence in religion and state philosophy
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The Asian State and  
the Agrarian Community

Despotism and welfare state 
The frailty of despotic rules without religion 
The limits of centralized state by commerce and community
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The Bureaucratic System

Technologies for ruling people > ruling nature 
The role of money and written language in the establishment of bureaucracy
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Technologies for ruling people > ruling nature 
The role of money and written language in the establishment of bureaucracy
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State and Money

Trade and the frontier between communities 
Mode C and surplus 
From proto-city-states to states 
The state as condition for commodity exchange
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State and Money

The method of bracketing in Capital 
The power of C and the State
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State and Money

Mode C and scaling 
The need to control mode C’s reach
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The Social Contract
of the Commodity World

From simple form of value to universal equivalent
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Leviathan and Capital

The logical theory of power in Hobbes and Marx 
The standpoint of commodity owners
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World Money

Equivalence, price and the material support of money 
The minting of money by the State
External money and universal measure
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The transformation of
money into capital

Mode C between mutuality and inequality 
Capital and the power of exchangeablility 
Commodity exchange and the fatal leap
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The transformation of
money into capital

Credit system: mode C and mode A  
Usurer capital and temporal boundaries 
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Capital and State

Surplus and different value systems 
State monopoly over trade 
Trade and market
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Capital and State

The cases where mode C connected with mode A before B: Greece and Rome 
The primacy of A over C in Greece  
Greek Democracy as a reaction of B to the demise of A under C
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Asiatic Despotism and Empire

The struture of World Empires: money, measure, language, international law, world religion
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Asiatic Despotism and Empire

The singularity of World-Empires based on geography and borders
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Asiatic Despotism and Empire

The space of Empires: core, margin, submargin, out of sphere 
World-system’s theory and the passage from Empire to W.Economy
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Margin and Submargin

Margins x Submargins — and their destinies 
Culture at the submargins of Empires
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Feudalism as Submargin

Feudalism and the impossibility of central power in Europe 
Selective affinities in submargins
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From Magic to Religion

Characteristics of mode D
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From Magic to Religion

The destiny of magic in State society 
Magic and prayer 
The return of reciprocity in the principle of asylum
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From Magic to Religion

The transcendental rule 
From magic to centralized technology 
A God that could not be abandoned
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Empire and Monotheism

The war between Gods 
Transcendent monarchy and the god of unviersal religions 
The paradox of world religions
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Empire and Monotheism

Mode D against the worship of means 
Mode D as resistence to Mode C’s destruction of Mode A
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Mode D against the worship of means 
Mode D as resistence to Mode C’s destruction of Mode A
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Mode D as resistence to Mode C’s destruction of Mode A
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Exemplary Prophets

Soothsayers and prophets
Philosophy against traditional religions
Philosophers and religious prophets
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Ethical Prophets

Universal religion and the return of the repressed nomadism
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The Power of God

Religion and scale transitivity: God and individual 
Universal religions against the State
The paradox of transcendence 
Idolatry and reification


