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1. Schedule 
2. Dynamic 
3. Remarks on Karatani’s method 
     - Reading Saussure through Marx 
     - Critique of textual metaphor 
     - Transcritique and parallax 
     - Knots and systems 
4. On modes of exchange



Mode A Mode B Mode C Mode D

logic pooling &
reciprocity

plunder &
redistribution

commodity 
exchange

mutuality of
freedom

form gift &
countergift

domination &
protection

value &
commodity

free association
of equals

power “hau” violence &
law money unreciprocated gift

thinker Mauss Hobbes Marx Religion/ Kant

modern
concept Nation State Capital World Republic

collective
between
families

between
communities

between
states

cosmopolitan
(federative)

hierarchy honor status class

order rules laws international law
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Karatani and psychoanalysis
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Exchange/Intercourse



Moses Hess, The Essence of Money (1845)
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Scales in SWH
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Philosophers
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Conflict and modes
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nomadic bands

climate change

settlement

(State)reciprocity

external wars

state societies

clan society
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Pooling and reciprocity



Pooling and reciprocity
Pooling

reciprocity

households

settlement

Pooling

1. Summary and Questions  
2. Mini World Systems 
3. The Sedentary Revolution 
4. The Gift and Magic



Pooling and reciprocity

1. Summary and Questions  
2. Mini World Systems 
3. The Sedentary Revolution 
4. The Gift and Magic



Pooling and reciprocity

Pooling

h1

s1

Pooling

h2

Pooling

balanced
reciprocity

h3

s2

Pooling

h4

balanced
reciprocity

negative
reciprocity
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Trade and war

P
Rb

Rn

Rn

P
P

Rb

P

P
Rb

P P

Rb

P

Negative reciprocity, I: 
Trade
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Trade and war

Negative reciprocity, II:
war

war

P
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P P
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P
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Trade and war

Negative reciprocity, II:
war
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Trade and war

Negative reciprocity, II:
war
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Stratification

Rn

P
Rb

P P

Rb

P

Rn

P
Rb

P

s1

s2

s3

federation
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Sedentary Revolution

Rn

P
Rb

P P

Rb

P

nomadism

clan society

hunter-gatherer

cultivation/herding ≠ ritual hunting

state
production ≠ power

contract

P
Rb

P P
P

dominant
dominated

Rb

equality

inequality
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Social Contract

family

pooling

family
family

pooling

family

band 1 band 2

family

pooling

family
family

pooling

family

band 1 band 2

Rn

reciprocal contract
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h1

Rb
h2

c1 c2

gift

rights of use

property rights

c1 c2
commodity

h1

h2Rb

x u(x)p(x)

h1

Rb
h2

h1

h2Rb

x u(x)
p(x)

rights of use

property rights

(separative)

(conective)
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yp(y)
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sacrifice

power
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Person

H
NH

H
NH

Jaguar

River

NH

H

Dead Person

H

NH

I - Though - I 
Though - I - Though
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nomadic bands

climate change

settlement

(State)reciprocity

external wars

state societies

clan society

ur-father

reciprocity

external wars

state societies

clan society

return
of the repressed

(Freud) (Karatani)
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